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MKRI CEO Highlights Priority Investment Areas for Zululand’s Economic Growth

The CEO of the Moses Kotane Research Institute (MKRI) in South Africa, Dr Thandeka Ellenson, delivered the Institute’s latest economic research findings at the Zululand District Economic Development Workshop, which show that Zululand’s economic growth over the next 24 months should be driven by focused investment in key sectors and catalytic projects.

According to the MKRI research, the district’s most promising sectors are:
	•	Culture and Heritage Tourism
	•	Transport and Logistics

Dr Ellenson invited business and government to prioritise investing in these two leading sectors, which align with Zululand’s rich cultural heritage and strategic geographic position in northern KwaZulu-Natal.

She further highlighted three catalytic projects identified by MKRI as immediate priorities to anchor Zululand’s economic transformation:
1. Emakhosini Spirit Valley Development
2. Ulundi Airport Development
3. Royal Palaces Revitalisation

Dr Ellenson noted that these projects represent the starting point for attracting local and international tourists into Zululand — the heart of KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa. They are designed to stimulate inclusive growth, create sustainable employment, and strengthen regional value chains.

“Zululand has a unique opportunity to leverage its history, geography, and culture to drive inclusive development,” said Dr Ellenson. “By aligning public and private investment around these strategic priorities, we can build a thriving regional economy rooted in identity and innovation.”

Issued by:
MKRI Communications
